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Lutheran | Church, 
| From a Country School. Boy. 
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Out of the Mouth 1 very Babes ani Sucklings 
haſt thou ordained Strength, becauſe of thine En- 
| emies : That thou mighteſt ſtill the * and 
| the Avenger. Pal. viii. 2. 
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Ince the Intention of my Writin 


. an * * 
£3 . 


: 


5 


you will pardon the Trouble 1 
2 giee you in offering this to your 
Feruſal; and believe the greenneſs of 
my Yeats a ſufficient Excuſe for the 
Mea nneſs of the Stile, and Weakneſs: 
of the Arguments. Ae 
Happening accidentally to meet 
with your Book at a Neighbour's 
Houſe, my curioſity prompted me to 
borrow and read it over: For I have 
always been taught, that the Church 


the only true Orthodox Chureh; but 
the Lutheran being the EſtabliſÞd 
Religion in the Native Country of 
our Sovereign, and your Boo pro- 
l 4 3 tending 


is to be better inform'd, I beg 


of Bigland, as by Law Eftabliſh'd, is 


/ 


>. 7 


any detriment to my Conſcience, | 
which is indeed truly ſcrupulous, but 
not in the Diſſenter's Senſme. 


TFerſwaſions, who waited. with 


(4) . 


tending to be an Eſſay to unite that 
Religion with ours, I greedily ſwal- 


low'd the Bait, in hopes of contorm- 


ing myſelf to your "Opinion without | 


| 


Having brought it Home with a 
great deal of Pleaſure and inward Sa- 
tisfaction, Iwaited impatiently fora ta» 


vourable Opportunity to reaciit care- 


fully over, and become a Convert to 
your Opinion: It was not long before 
Thad my Deſire; for my Chambeß ?- 
fellow being ſens for home to his Re- 
lations, I diſpateh d my Bxerciſe for 
the next Day, and ſpent a great part 
of that Night in reading and cone 


templating your Work: i But alasdd- 


parturiunt Montes! I had nothing hut 
my Labour feramy Pains, ang nale 
up no Wiſer than E ſate down; Inſtead 
of meeting with a candid ingen 


Writer perfectly Well skill d ih che 


Controverſies of both Religions, h 
had Learning enough toreconaledheir. 
Differences, and Charity enough to 
communicate his Sentiments there- 
upon to the gopd: Chriſtians o borly+ 
Peas 
ſure 


h 


ſure to bear tlie joyful Sound, how | 


UNION and COMMUNION à- 


ther, to 


bu 
too much expos'd ; inſtead I: ſay, of 


Oxfore 
en more 


* ' * -*% * 
afar Tot: le 
x 1 
Suns. 
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55 
fo weakly defend a Cauſe wherein you 
Taye vohintarily embarked. 
© To begin then with the Title of 
.your Book: I think you call it The Hi. 
ſtory of the Lutheran Church; or the Re- 
gion of our preſent Sovereign Ning 
George, agreeable to the Tenets of the 
n his (by the bye) 
ſhewet h, the Motive that induced you 
to Write this Eſſay, was a Compliment 
to the King, becauſe it was his Re- 
ligion, and not a tender Compaſſion 
for the wavering Minds of miſled 
_ Chriftiags, and a zealous deſire to 
guide them into the way of Fruth: 
ut be that as it will; for I do not 


intend to ſpend my Time in fruitleſs 
Cavils, nor do 1 Write to criticize, 
bur to be informed, and therefore 1 
Mall proceed to examine how the 
Book it ſelf anſwer d the Title, and 
try if I can find one: Pragrepb Where- 
in you have performed your Promiſe 

: ofuniting the Luther ans with us. 
I very much approve your Method 


of uſnering your Book into the World 
under the Umbrage of that Learned 
Prelate the Arch-Biſhop of - Tork 3 # 
Man whoſe remarkable Zeal for the 

WW 


Church, hath ſo well eſtabliſhed his 
Reputation among all Orthodox Per- 
ſons, that a better Expedient could 
not be found to make them ſwallow 
any Opinion, than to lead them into a 


Belief that he is the Patronizer of itt: 


I muſt tell you, this Book of yours 
cou'd be but an ordinary Compliment 
to his Grace. There being nothing 
remarkable in the Dedication, i ſhall 
haſten to the Book itſelf... .' 


* 


Lou begin your Hiſtory at the Cre- . u 


ation of Mankind, (from which time 
all the Religions that are or have e- 
ver been in the World are deducible) 
and proceed to tell the Original of Ex- 
communication, and wt We of Re- 
lig ions and forms of Morſbip among Men 
| e the Nd 2. ef the Wiles of the 

Devil to deceive Mankind, by drawing 
them into 4 Belief, that either there is 
10 God, or that there are many Gods'; 
or that He himſelf »ſurpeth the Name of 
the Creator, and pretendeth to Miracles 


quite out of his infernal Sphere, till ß 


over-afting of his part, his «oven. Foot 

uppe areth. 25 e | 
Thus far you have ſpoken. of the 
World in general; you come in the 


next Place to ſpeak of the Jews in par- 
7 vw | 5 ticular 


F 
1 to 
Ge : 


Page 3y 


8 * 
tieular; who were ha above alt ' 17 
Nations” in baving God, Almighty hi 
* fo be their Gab, And leads g them 
the May ef Salvation; but yet that 
tze Blindneſs of f theſt Men's Hearts mas 
Jo exttfor great 4s to permit ſeveral Sit 
to creep in among them, fach 4s Pbari- 
ſees,” Hanes, 8c. R 
The Jewifh Rires ad Cereb 
being abolifhed by the Doctrine of 
Chritt, it cannot be denied, you fay, 
Page chat Phe hrs ne wy, to * * 
4 7 18 Las r 
7 e 2. ou can do; not be 
cadſe je boli e Jewim Rites, 
but becauſe we have ſach'concurri 
Circumſtances and even Jace | 
Proofs, of Chriſt's being the Meſſias 
that was always JON by God 
be the Sariom of the Wotld ; and bp; 2g 
the DoArine's being g penvihe that 15 
| deliver dow ta us in 'th New-Teſta- 
= ment, which" is. the Standard of our 
6 Faith and Actions: And 1 do further 
believe that Relig ion onl to be Ortho 
don, that Gil bear the Teſt of thoſe 
Sacred Writings in, every Particular. 
This is What you 14 975 in the 
Iitle Page of your do y the 
E. ton bogs N and t t I do my 
| mo 


49) 
hy earneſtly deſire you to perſorm; 
ut you have. not yet doneany thing 


at all towards it, as I ſhal * heres 
after: N 


x4 


Tube reſt of his and the four fol- tay 4. 
lowing Pages are filbd with the Prai- 
ſes that are juſtly due to the Chriſtian 
Religion in general, and are deduced 
firſt, from the mhalſomeneſi of its D. 
Hrime ; which teacheth us to believe the * 
Omnipotence of one ſupream God, that 
Jeſus Chriſt was his Son and our Rex: 
deemer, that its Promiſes to reward the 
Good with immaculate and heavenly Fes 
licity, in the fall aud perpetual Fruition. 
of God, render it preferable. to the Ey: 
ſian Shades of Pagans, or the Fool's: Pas 
radiſe of Mahometans; and. th 10 Re. 
ligion lite. this teacheth. us all Virtues; or 
pt mare expreſly. forbid all Vites. Se- 
condly, From the. multitude f Martyrs; 
who not only for ſoot all that was dear to 
them in this Warld, but thought. it an 
£1 ap and. Happineſs to 4 72 for the = 
Capſe of Chriſt; and\ bought their ever« — 


laſting Felicity in the midſt aft. of Flamei 
and moſt exquiſite Torture Third 

from the wonderful manner ws propag a- 
rid; 7 x 

the 


"al this e * * 


Cr) 
ther ue OR the Authors that og 
it, who were illiterate Fiſher-men, miracu- 


louſh and ſuddenly inſpired with the Gift 


| x all Languages ; or the manner how ir 


was ſpread, without Violence or, Eloquence, 


but by We eakniſs, Patience, and, worki 


Page 8. 


and all ot 
Intereſt, idle Quarrels , needleſs. b 
| bates, unprofitable Queſtions in point of 


of Mirades, contrary to Mahometanj 


and other Religions that were Halb ſhe 


hoy Sword. Eris Hoch 
Lou do now begin to Wiſn that we 

in England may enjoy the Chriſtian 

Religion in its greateſt Purity ad 


as the only means thereto, vou exhort 
us to rake up the Croſs and follw Chrift 
„Patience, Humility, Love, | 


in Meekneſs 


Virtues ; 119 Hing af 7 SH 


Riligion; but "maintaining the Unity 0 
the Spirit in the Bond v Tov: for.” 
Churthwf God is a little Flock" be et with 


many Wolwnes, as Jews: 75175 55 g 


d Athaiſts ;' "and therefore it 1555 0 


us to combine together io make Us formi- 


able to our Enemies. In a this, ac. 
eording to the literal "of ch 
Words, I do agree with. pry but a 


there is a large ſcope for various In- 
terpretat ions, Ant deg the favour 
of you to explain your i further; 


441 


a_ >. a T-. 


©. CAE Wie 

for I cannot believe that if one ſcabby 
Sheep, or Woolf in Sheep's Cloathing, 
gets into the Flock, it is our Intereſt 
to keep, him there for fear of leſſen- 
ing or weakening the Party; but on 
the contrary we ſhould all combine 
to tyyn him out before he doth us 

any conſiderable Miſchief. The loſs 
of him is but of one who is really the 
worſt of Enemies, becauſe ſeemingly 
2 Boſom Friend; but the. keepin 

him among us daily weakens us, an 

draws the. Hairs ſingly out of the 


Horſe-Tail (to uſe your own Simili- pg. g, 


tude) till there is not one left. 
You proceed in the next place to 


tell us of the Glory of the Engliſh Page 9 & 


Nation, in giving Birth to Lucius and 
Conſtantine, the firſt Chriſtian King 
and Emperor in the World, and of 
Joſeph of Arimathea's preaching the 
Goſpel at Glaſtenbury, and continue 
a ſhort Hiſtorical Account thereof 
from that Time down to the Reign 
of Henry the VIIIth, who flang off the 
Pope's. Supremacy and laid the Ground 
far 4 thorow Reformation, which made 4 
great Progreſs in the ſhort-liv?d Reign of 
Edward the VIth; but receivꝰd à ter. 
rihle Check in the bloody Reign of Queen 

B 2 Mary, 


” 


Mary, who began a Perſecution equal to 

that of the Primitive Ch#iſtians : Which 

- ought indeed to be imprinted deeply in 

the Minds of every Body, but what it 

' hath to do in this Place, where the 

Diſpute is not about Popery, but Lu- 

theraniſm, I am at a loſs to find jut. 

rage 111 You have now brought the Hiſto- 

ry of our Religion down to Queen 

Elizabeth, who 're-ſettled the Refor- 

mation: And you tell us, that by the 

Counſel of Goaly and Learned Divines 

aſſembled in Convocation, the Pope*s Au- 
thority was thrown off, and the Prim 

pi the See of Rome removed to the See of 

anterbury ; that it was not done in a tu: 

multuary manner by the Power o the Peo- 

ple, but regularly and upon due Deliberati- 

on. Hence you take a bigger leap than 

either I or any of my Schookfellows 

cou'd do, tho? ſome of us are as active 

Lads as any in Eng land, quite back to 

the Reign of Edward the IIId, above 

An Hundred Years before Henry the 

VIIIth, or Luther, out of pure good 

Page 12. Humour to inform us, that Wickliff 

i aid at that time ſow the firſt Seeds of the 

Reformation, by oppoſing the Pope and ex: 

. poſing the Errors of the Church of Rome; 

and after a trifling needleſs Digreſſion 


c * 


WAS. 
of the aſſuming actions of four or fiye 
inſolentPopes, you give us a more par- 
ticular Account of this John Wickliff; 
who was an Ergliſh-man, Profeſſor of 
Divinity of Oxford, who by the help of 
powerful Friends at Court, had great li- 
berty of his Profeſſion, and was in ſuch 
Favour with Edward the TIId, that 
he ſent him with a full Power to treat 
with the Pope's Leg ate, concerning Affairs 
betwixt his Sovereign and the Papacy ; 
that in Richard the Seconds time, at the 
inftigation of Gregory tbe Eleventh, who 
Was ODE at his Doctrine, he was Per- 

ecuted by the Arch-biſhop of Canterbu 
— Biſhop of E 4 ſundry Meet. 
ings were held of the Clergy to condemn 
him and bis Do „which proteſted 
ſtrongly againſt the Adoration of Saints, 
Images, the Virgin Mary, or Angels; 
Purgatory , Tranſubſtantiation, Auricu- 
Far Confeſſion, Prayers for the Dead, or 
in ap unknown Tongue, Extream Uniti- 
on, and many other erroneous Tenets then 
and ſtill maintained by the Papiſts ; tllat 
after this, Wickliff repair d to his Pa- 
viſb in Leiceſterſhire, where he departed 
this Life in a good old. Age, in 1384. 
That in the Tear 1410, all his Books werg 
burnt at Oxford, and in Bohemia; that 


41 


Ca} - 
41 Tears after his Death his Body was dag 
up and burnt, and his Aſhes flung into 4 
River; and that Wickliff , Doctrine 
was afterwards profeſs'd and vindicated by 
William Sawtre, « Miniſter in the Town 
F Lynn, for which he was condemned and 
urnt as an Heretick in the Reign of 
Henry the IVth, who began the firſt un- 
. merciful Perſecution of Chriſtians for 
ſtanding againſt the Pope. _ 
The Abſtracts hitherto have been 
faithfully made, tho? unpardonably 
long, which they ſhow'd not have been 
were I not unwilling to have the leaſt 
room left for ſuſpicion that I omitted 
any thing that cou'd do you Service; 
but it being evident to every Reader, 
that you have notWet touched upon 
one thing relating to the Matter in 
Hand, I will not trouble them nor my 
ſelf with more uſeleſs Repetitions, but 
proceed to the next and I think the 
only Paragraph in your Book that 
ſpeaks particularly of Luther and his 
Doctrine, dd ſee how well you have 
handled the Argument. This I beg 
leave to ſet down in your own: Words, 
= which are as follow, viz, 5 
1 " $4ge:5- © Now I ſhall proceed to Martin 
aber, a German, born on 11th of 
© M$ November, 


| * 
« November, in the Year 148 3. He 
vas educated at the Univerſity 
& of Erford in Germany, where he be- 
& came an Adpuſtine Fryer, but time- 
« ly percewing the manifeſt Errors of 
5 1 Church of Rome, he proteſted a- 
« gainſt them, by teaching that I. 
4 dulgences were unlawful. He alſo 
« oppoſed the Invocation of Saints, I- 
„mage -Worſhip, Free- Will, the Pope's 
Supremacy, Merits of Good Works, 
« Celibac in the Clergy, Monaſtical 
Life, Tranſubſtantiation, Commu- 
c nion but in one Kind to; the Lai- 
« ty, the Maſs, Auriculat Confeſſion, 
« Purgatory, and Extreme Unction; 
« which made Eraſmus ſay, That La- 
ee her did well in detecting Errors. 
The Effect of his Doctrine was true; 
and then a Reformation was to be 
<wiſh'd; and was very neceſſary in 
the Church, Luther. then was not 
* only condemned by the Pope for an 
©* Feretick, and Excommunicated, but 
c alfo. Pope Leo commanded all his 
Books to be burnt at Rome ; whilſt 
don the other fide, Luther burnt 
"Tat. Wittemberg all his. Canons and 
4 Popiſh Dectetals. Likewiſe the Em- 
| .« peror of Germany, by the Pope's In- 

N A ſtigation, 
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« ſtigation, was order'd to baniſh him, 
de but he was kept ſecret by certain 
& Noblemen of Saxom, and in the time 
« of his abſence out of Mittemberę, one 
& Andreas Carolſtadius proceeded more 
«rigorouſly in Cauſes of Religion, in 
“ inciting the People to throw down 
«the Images ſet up in Romiſb Chur- | 
ches. Luther returning again into 
« the City, greatly difliked the Order 
& of their Proceedings, and reproved 
«the raſhneſs of Car olftadius, by de- q 
„ claring that his Actions herein were 
not orderly, for Pictures and Images 
* ought firſt to have been thrown out 
«of the Hearts and Conſciences of 
„Men, and the people ſhould have 
„been firſt taught that we are ſaved 
© before God, and pleaſe” him only by 
Faith, and not hy worſhiping Ima- 
cc ges * for Was this done, and the Peo- 
ple well inſtructed, there would be no 
* danger af Images, becauſe they would 
I e then fall of themſelves. / Neverthele 
* « he did not repine (he faid) as tho he 
wou'd maintain or ſuffer Images to 
<« ſtand, but that pulling of them down. 
* belong'd to the Magiſtrate, and not 
by Force upon People without Or- 
der and Authority. Now the Cauſe 
"£3 © 51 "tg Wt 9 82 . 1 why 
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„* 
* « 50 Lather blamed Cœrolſtadius for 
© this violent throw ing down of Ima- 
«ges'aroſe from PopeAarian's ſending 
« 'Letters'to all the Princes and Skanes 
in Germ, wherein he grievouſſy 
&*-complajned' land charged Lather and 
« his Followers with Sedition, Tu- 
“ mults, and Rebellion againſt Magi: 
ce frat, and ſtiled them "fubverters 
« and deſtroyers of all Order and O- 
*« bedience; therefore Luther to ſtop 
* the, Mouth of his Slanderers, and 
e e prevent fuch * ſiniſter Supi: 
cc cions, was obliged to ceed? this 
„ way, to thew' ht nothing of his 
« Dottine, tended towards doing 
ce * thitigs aga linſt Order and Authority, 
“% Indeed Lather ha 5e Gang x ny” Conflict 
with the Pope ardinals, 4 5 
4 others of Re: Cie 1755 'Nerwith. 
* ſtanding their Pary d'Rage, and 
„Plots againſt him,andthegrear Pow. 
«er of his his Adverfaries, Ade Ger. 
© map” Ectiperor, and King of ain, 
« with other Fotentates, pet they 
4 could not prevail againſt im no 
a „ take away his Life; for he fol 
aceably in His own Country wher 
e Wis born, teachin 1905 teach. 


« «Ing . * r the Pace of 
29 


— 
„ 


— . ͤ T1110. 


cc 
« 


= 
V 


(8) 


- 29 Years. Many Dangers he eſca- 
pech, eſpecially. theſe two, which 
« are not to be paſſed by without 


“ {ome notice. Once when a certain 
Jem was appointed by his Enemies 
< {ed God that Luther had warning 
& thereof before, for the Picture of the 
© Jews: Face was ſent him, whereby 
he knew the Aſſaſſine's Perſon, and 
& avoided the Danger. Another time 


| & as he was. ſitting; in a certain Place 


&« at Stool, a grea Stone there was 0- 
« yer his Head in the Vault which mi- 
&.-raculouſly kept its place fo long as 


© he was ſitting, but as ſoon as he was 
c up, it immediately fell upon the 
. Place where he ſate, and wou'd 


& have cruſh'd him to pieces if it had 
„fallen upon him. He was very 
« fervent/1n Prayer, and in his Ser- 
% mons Preaclyd with ſuch Efficacy, 


that thoſe which heard him 15 t 


ee their own Infirmities and Tempta- 
« tions were touched and noted. He 
4 died in his Chmacterick Year, Anno 
Domini 1546; and ended his Life 


_< "while uttering a devout, Prayer,”, 


which you haye ſer down ; but jt ha- 
ving nothing fb do with any 1 5 

is 34 22 7 f K. a \ "x 4 0 
4 f 


2 
* 


* 
* 


« to deſtroy him with Poiſon, it ple- 


f 
( 
\ 
= 
N 
\ 
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at 


(19) 
of the Religion he eſtabliſh'd, (the 
Subject of the preſent Controverſy) 1 
omit to te inſert it here. 
This is the only part of your Book: 
that gives the leaſt colour for the Aſ- 
ſertion, which (with a Confidence, 1 
believe, peculiar to your ſelf ) you 
make at the beginning of the next Pa- 
. ragraph, vix. IVY 


By what has been ſaid, we may page 18, 


<& perceive the Doctrine of Luther to 
be agreeable to that of the Church 
of England, the Reformation where- 
of was ſettled as before hinted, un- 
der the Reign of Queen Elisabeth, 
“ in the Year 1562. The Doctrinal 
„Points whereof, Fonſiſting of 39 
« Articles, were confirmed by her and 
“ her Parliament ;?* of which Arti- 
cles you have in the next place ſet 
down an Abſtract. But how impoſ- 
ſible it is for a {ſincere Member of the 
Church of England, whoſe Conſcience _ 
is not ſear'd with an hot Iron; who 
will not ſhut his Eyes to Truth, or 
ſow - Pillows under his Arms; who 
will not proſtitute his Faith for any 
Worldly Advantage, or be carried a- 
way with every Wind of Doctrine; 
how impoſſible it is I fay, for ſuch a 
„ een C 2 Mag 


cw) 
Man to perceive the Doctrine of La- 
ther agreeable to the Tenets of the Church 
of England, I am now come to Exa- 


Tow tell us of ſeveral Errors in the 
Charch of Rome that Luther proteſted 
gainſt; that he was Perſecuted by the 
Pope, wha burnt his Books while Luther 
burnt the Popiſh. Decretals; after this, 
you repreſent him prudentiy reproving 
the lat headedueſs of Andreas Carolſtadi- 

us, whoſe illtim'd gal had like to have un- 
done his Cauſe; and then inform us, that 
he died peaceably in 4 good old Age, after 
Peping ſeveral Plots againſt bis Life. I 
do now appeal to any impartial Man, 
whether it is a ffir way of Reaſoning 
to ſay, We differ from the Roman Catho- 


licks in ſome Points; ſo do the Luthe- 


frans; Ergo, We and the Lutherans are 

ef the ſame Perſwaſton; (for to this, all 
that you have ſaid is reducible;) and 
whether I ſhould not have undergone 
the Diſcipline of the School, if I had 
not better made out my Aſſertions in 
a Theme that I ſhew up for a Morn- 
ing Eyerciſe: And ſure we ought to 
be much more careful in ſuch a Debate 


1 


whereon che Salvation of our Souls 


depends: 


. 


as this, where our Religion is at Stake, 


(621) 
depends: Nay, I will appeal to 
ſelf, if * friouſly * 
whether you wou'd not think that 
Judge very raſh, who paſſes a defini- 
tive Sentence in a Cauſe of which he 
hath heard but one Side; and whe- 
ther you do not Laugh in your Sleeve 
at the ſimplicity of thoſe People (if 
ſuch there are) who believe the La- 
theran Religion agreeable to ours, be- 
cauſe ou ſay it varieth from the Roman 
Catholic Church in ſome Points that 
We do; without telling us what de- 
ſtructive Opinions the Lutherans en- 
tertain in the lieu of them, ſuch as the 
Ubiquity of Chriſt, Conſubſtantiation, &c. 
(to. which I will ſpeak particularly) 
or making the leaſt offer to demonſtrate 
one Point wherein the Lutheraxs and 
Mio do ſympathize together. But in- 
_ . deed I cannot much blame you, for the 
Cauſe you eſpouſe is ſo weak, that if 
you had made a fair Compariſon, and 
ſet down the Articles of the Lutheran 
Church againſt thoſe of Ours, the La- 
ther an Errors wou'd have been obvious 
to every Eye, and even the meaneſt 
Capacity; whereas, as the Caſe now 
ſtands, fince you could ſay nothing in 
hehalf of your Cauſe, you would not 

wy © 8 erpoſs 
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(22) 
expoſe it, and therefore thought it 
your wiſeſt way to draw a poſitive 
Concluſion from a Principle that was 
never proved, and by that means gain 
a few unwary Proſelytes to your Opi- 
nion: But alas! this ſhews to what 
miſerable Shifts you are reduced, when 
an il|-timed Silence is the beſt Argu- 
ment you can make uſe of. _ 
But in Charity to unthinking Peo- 
ple, who may ſwallow the golden 
Bait you have laid for them Pag. 25. 
where you ſay, All the World knows 
Ring George to be 4 Lutheran, I muſt 
beg Leave to deny the Aſſertion 
flatly. I own indeed that Prince 
George, Eleitor of Brunſwick, aud 
Prince of Hanover, was a Lutheran, 


5 as all the World I believe knows, | 


* 


but our preſent Sovereign Ming 
George is a Defender of the Faith 


of the Church of England as by Law 


Eſtabliſhed; this is the Religion he is 
bound by the Act of Settlement to 
profeſs, joyn in Communion with, 
and maintain againſt all Religions 
whatſoever that are appoſite to it; 
this, and this only, is the Religion he 
is bound by his Coronation Oath to 


preſerve ; as you may fee, in your 


J Tag 2 


own Book; and ſure theſe are Tyes 


ſtrong 


"MF" 
ſtrong enough to bind a Man of Ho- 
nour, or a good Chriſtian: and may 
be good Authority enough for me to 
declare that his preſent Majeſty is not 
a Lutheran, but a Member of the 
„Church of Ezgland. If the Regſons I 
have already given are nor Birong 
enough to convince you, I can have 
recourſe to his temporal Intereſt. His 
Majeſty is now King of England, and 
of Conſequence it 1s his Intereſt to 
preſerve his People in the full Poſſeſ- 
ſion of their Religion, Laws and Li- 
berties : This is the true Religion ſet- 
tled in Exgland; his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects believe that it comes the neareſt 
to primitive Chriſtianity, of any. 


Church in the World, and they had 


ſo great a Regard to its Intereſts as 
to pitch upon his Majeſty for their 
Champion, and therefore I believe the 
King hath too much Honour, and is 
by this Time 1 hope too much an Ex- 
gliſhmar to act any thing to its, Preju- 
The Uſe of ſeveral Ornaments and 
Ceremonies in our Churches and Wor- 
ſhip, are certainly neceſſary, ſo far as 
Decency. and Order require; for if 
we will have cvery thing as neat as 
poſſibly we can make it in the ag 
a er 
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ber that we keep for the Entertain- 
ment of our Friends, who are upon a 


Level with us, how much more Care 
ought we to take of that Place which 


is particularly ſer apart for offering up 


our Prayers to God, who is there /p. 
ritually preſent with us ? But then, 


as we would not have our Churches 


like Stables, (a Uſe to which' they 
have been formerly put by Diſſenters) 
ſo we would not? have them adorned” 
with all the Pageantry of 2 Theatre, 
as the Papiſts do: Both theſe Ex- 
treams I think are againſt the Rules 


of Decency. Of the former Extream 


cannot at all accuſe the Luthtranr; 
they are rather enclined to the latter, 
and have not only all the Ceremonies 
in their Worſhip that r have, ſuch' 
as 4 Liturgy, the Sarglite,” | Mufick | 2 
their Churches, the Uſe of the Croſs ir 


and kneeling at the Prayers joe Sath a 
ment, &c. but they do alſo retain.” 
many Popiſh Superſtitions, ſuch as” 
Images and Relitts in their Charthes, 
Exorciſm at Baptiſm, private Confeſſion, 


&c. But theſe Things being no fan. 
damentu! Articles of Faith, I believe 
it might be in the Power of a Convo- 


— 


E 
cation conſiſting of an equal Number 

of Learned Men on each Side to re- 
tify them: There is one thing indeed 
in which the Latherans do but too 
much imitate the Roman Catholicks, 
and it is very likely would meet with 
many Difficulties to remove it, which 
is the adminiſtring a whole Wafer in 
the Euchariſt: This we can never al- 
low of, for the holy Supper is a Sa- 
crament and Symbol of Chriſt's Paſ- 
ſion, which we eat by his Command, 
in Commemoration of his being. bro- 
ken on the Croſs for our Tranigrefſi- 
on; and therefore the Bread that 1s 
adminiſtred in the Sacrament ought to 
be broken, to repreſent the mangied 
Body of our crucified Saviour: be- 
ſides, it 15 our Saviour's expreſs Com- 
mand that we ſhould fo receive it; 
and for that reaſon, He himſelf in the 
ſame Night that he was Betrayed, 
took Bread and broke it and gave it to 
his Diſciples ; thereby ſetting us the 
Example. But I am enclined to be- 
lieve that this might be ſettled as well 
as thoſe before-mention*d, if there 
were no more Eſſential Differences be- 
tween us; but Iam afraid I ſhall make 
jt but too plainly appear, that not- 
6 * | D with» 


(6) 
withſtanding your Aſſertions to the 
contrary, there are much more ma- 
terial Points in the fundamental Arti- 
cles of our Faith that keep open the 
Breach between us, and render the 
Union altogether impracticable, with- 
out an abſolute Miracle; for it is @ 
natural Frailty in Men to be ſo firm- 
Iy wedded to a favourite Opinion in 
which they have been educated, or 
perhaps is the Off-ſpring oftheir own 
Brain, that it is not in the Power of 
Arguments to beat them off it; it is 
alſo the misfortune of a great many 
tobe wilfully blind here their Morld- 
YIntereſt interferes with their Spiri- 
tual Concerns. One or both the 
Motives will render all Overtures 1ny 
effectual that can poſſibly be made by 
a Synod towards an Union, for it muſt 
be compoſed of Men who are ſubject 
to Paſſions, all wedded to their own 
Opinions; all reſolved to maintain 
their Points to the utmoſt, but none 
to yield: Thus will ſtrong Debates 
be held for ſeveral Months, or it may 
be Years; {till wandring in the ſame 
tedious Circle, till at laſt by. ſome 
Wile perhaps one or two Members 
may be gained over to the oppoſite 
Sa WEL. oa Party, 


n 
Party, which will create a Majority 
to that Side, but can never obtain a 
true firm and ſolid Union. One main 
Obſtacle to a Reconciliation between 
Vt and the Lutberans is Epiſcopacy. 
This is ag Order in the Eftabliſh'd 
Charch,which was founded by the Ap 
ſtles themſelves, and hath continued 
ever fince, till the Calviniſts and Lu- 
ther ans aboliſhed them: But We have 
ſill retained them, and hope they will 
ever continue among us to the end o 
the World. The Preface to the Or- 
dination of Prieſts and Deacons in our 
_ Liturgy, whoſe Authority you cannot 
deny, fince you own your ſelf to be 
of the Church of England, tells us plain- 
ly, that it is evident to all Men diligently 
reading Holy Scripture, and ancient Au- 
thore, that from the Apoſtles time there have 
been theſe Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's 
Church, Biſhops, Prieſts,and Deatons; whi h 
Offices were evermore had in R everend 
Eftimation : But we have yet further 
Authority; the $:riptures themſelves. 
being our Warrant for this Practice 
for St. Paul ſets down at large the 
Duty of a Biſhop, 1 Tie. cap. iii. from 
Ver. ad to the th. In his Epiſtle alſo 
to Titas he tells him, For this Cauſe 
FENIEv D 2 left 


wy 
left he him in Crete, that he ſpauld ſet in 
Order the Things that ure wanting, and or- 
I dain Elaers in ever) City, as he had appoint- 
e him, Tit i. 5. and then he repeats 
: the Duty of a Biſbop. This Letter was 
written to Titus, who was Ordain'd 
the firſt Biſbop of the Churth of Crete; 
and that 7 :mothy to whom the Epiſtle 
above quoted was written by St. 
Paul, was ordained. by the firſt Bi- 
ſbop of the Church of the Epheſians. 
There are ſeveral other Texts of Scri- 
pture to this purpoſe, but I hope theſe 
will be ſufficient to ſhew the Antiqui- 
ty of Epiſcopacy and Epiſcopal Ordina- 
tion, and the Obligation we are un- 
der to preſerve it among us; but at 
the ſame time that it obligeth us to 
maintain that reverend Order in our 
Church, it utterly deſtroys our unity 
with the Lutherans ; for We can never 
conſent to aboliſh Epiſcopacy for the 
Reaſons above-mentioned, and their 
Temporal Intereſt is fo linked in with 
their natural Averſion, that they can- 
not upon any account yield to eſta- 
bliſh Biſhops among them; for all 
thoſe Lands that in the Times of Po- 
pery did belong to that Order, are now 
diſperſed among the Lait, and ſhould 
3 $626 _ Epiſces 
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e 
Epiſcopacy be revived, all thoſe E- 
ſtates muſt be reſumed; So that all 
the preſent Proprietors, (who are the 
chiet leading Men in thoſe Nations) 
muſt uſe their utmoſt Intereſt and En- 
deavours to prevent their uniting with 
us upon thoſe Terms; and we know 
very well that it will be impoſſible to 
accompliſh it without the concurrence 
of the Civil Power. This muſt infal- 
libly render all Schemes ineffQtual : 
But ſuppoſing this Difficulty removed, 
and. that the Proprietors will either re- 
ſore thoſe Lands, or grant an Equi- 
valent- inſtead of them, and that an 
Aſſembly is met to ſettle Matters, 
there is yet a more powerful Obſta- 
cle to an Union; for the 20th Article 
of our Church teacheth, that ;hoagh 
they have Power to decree Rites and Ce- 
remonies, und Authority in Controverſies 
of Faith, yet they cannot —__ or- 
dain any thing contrary to God's Mord; 
and therefore we cannot unite with 
the Latherans, Who do hold Opini- 
ons that are repugnant to Scripture, 
one whereof is their Doctine of the 
Dhiquity of the Body of Chriſt. 

This is one of their darling Opini- 
ons, which they ſtrenuouſly maintain 
(as they ſay) that they may not take 
bp away 
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«away the Union of the two Natures . 
| of Chrift which are inſeparable : But 
it 15 ſo monſtrous an Opinion, that We 
can never pretend to agree with them 
in it without denying an Article of 
our Faith; for the Athanaſian Creed 
tells us, that zt is neceſſary to evers 
ing Salvation, that we believe rightly 
the Incarnation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Fhat'he is God and Man; God of the 
Subſtimee of the Father, begotten before 
the World; and Man of the Sub. 
ſtance of the Mother born in the World ; 
3 God and perfect Man, of a reaſo- 
unable Soul and humane Fleſh ſubſiſting; 
who although he be God, and Man, yet he 
is not two but one Chriſt: Ous; not 
by Converſion, of the Godhead into 
Hleſb, but by taking of the Manhood into 
Gad : One altogether ; not by confaſion 
of Subſtance, but by unity of Perſon 5 
For as the reaſonable Soul and Fleſb 
is one Man; ſo God and Man is one 
Chriſt, Here we ſee it plainly pro- 
ved, that the Union of the two Na- 
tures is inſeparable ;': this we own, 
we can do no otherwiſe, for our Sal- | 
vation depends upon it; and+*there- | 
fore we cannot comply with the La- | 
theran Notion of Chriſt's being preſent 
* F510. 331 TV £7 YI OO >: 
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in his Humane Body in all Places at the 
ſame time. They ſay indeed, that the 
Union of the two Natures is inſepa- 
rable, but they take a wrong Method 
to preſerve that Union ; for the Idea 
„ gs of the Omnipreſence 


riſt's humane Body confoundeth 
the Subſtance. They believe Chrif*s 
humane Body to be every where preſent at 
the ſame time; but Omnipreſence is am 
Attribute peculiar to none but God, 
and conſequently Chriſt being entitled 
to it only in his divine Nature, can» 
not be Omaipreſent in his humane Bo- 
dy without confounding the humane 
Body with the Divine. This deſtroy- 
eth an Article of our Faith (ſet down 
in the Athanatian Creed before quo- 
ted) declaring that he is not two but 
one Chriſt ; One altogether ; not by Con. 
fuſion of Subſtance, but by Unity of Per- | 
ſon; which we are bound to. believe 
under pain of everlaſting Puniſhment. 
I know they will pretend to bring 
Texts of Scripture to defend their As- 
ſertion : They fay that Chriſt promi- 
ſed when two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in his Name, that he ts in the midſt 
7 them, Matt. xviii. 20. and that He 
{is with them alway, even anto the end 7 
| : . 
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theWorld,Mat. xxviii. 20. This they fay, 
is a ſtrong Argument to prove the Um- 
nipreſence of Chriſt ; for there are theſe 
devout Congregations in all parts of 
the World at the fame time, and that 
Chriſt. could not fulfil his Promiſe to 
Mankind if his Ornipreſence was not 
allowed of; ſo I fay too; but then he 
is not Bodily preſent at alb theſe Places; 
He is there preſent only in a Spiritual 
Senſe, I am in the midſt of jou; that is, 
my Ears are open unto your Prayres; 
Thee and am pleaſed with the manner 
of your offering 1 e. Petitions, and 
will grant you {ſuch Things as you 
have need of. This T take to be the 
tibe meaning of thoſe Words, becauſe 
it anſwers the Doctrine of our Church 
in every particular; for firſt, it allow- 
eth of the Omnipreſence, which is an 
Attribute that is juſtly due to the Di- 
5 Sul of Chriſt, without confounding the 


_ Subſtance; and in the next Place, it 
ſufficiently fulfilleth Chriſt's Promiſe to 
Mankind. I think I have made it 
plainly appear that we are to avoid the 
Latheran Notion of this Matter as a 
pernicious and damnable Doctrine; 
but it is not to be expected that they 

wi ill yield to us in this Point, ſince x6 
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have founded a no leſs ichplous Do. 
ctrine upon it, namely, C 0 ab anti. 
tion, which I come in the next place to 
conſider. 

The Latherans believe firmly, thas + 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt are trul 1 
ſubſtantially, and really preſent in the 
Bread and Wine of the Sapper, and is 
there diſtributed and receiv'd with the 
Mouth of abe Bod) Together with the. Ele 65 


ments, but in a manner that tainot be, 
| perceived by the Senſes ; and to prove 
this, they quote theſe Wit of Ne Sas 


viour, his is my, Bod); but 1 it not 
ſtrang ge that Chriſtians) ſhould li, 
upon Carel Significations and Nati 

ral Effects in Sacraments, and M ſte⸗ 


ries, when out bleſſed Lord hath gu. 


ven us a. ſufficient Light to conduct 
and ſecure us from ſuch Miſ-a 8 
ſions ? The . profiteth nothing, the 
phys that I ſpeak unto jou, 0h 
Spirit, aq 4 are Life, Joh. KA 
63 and _ one Weg wiS'enouph fe 
ciples; infomuch char when 
Chiriſt att C f OtnUf the Suppe 
cope of che Bread and” 1he. Fae 


y were his Body and Blbod, f hey 5 
at all offended or ſurpr woes 

ſiw enougk to tell them chat N 
the natural Body * their Lord that — 
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eat at that time, and they were beſore 
ſufficiently inſtructed in the nature of 
that Myſtery, and very well knew that 
thoſeWords muſt have a ritual Mean- 
ing; for Chriſt's natural humane Body 
was there preſent, and adminiſtred this 
Sacrament to them,and atthe ſame time 
that he ſaith, tate; eat ; this is my Bo- 
9, he alſo ſubjoyneth do this in remem-. 
race of me. Luke xxii. 19. St. Paul 
Tikewiſe repeateth theſe Wotfls of our 
Saviour, and then telleth us that 'as oft. 
4s we eat this Bread and drink this Cop, 
me do ſbem forth the Lord's Death till ke, 


nt to this 


come. 1 Cor. ii. 26. Purſuar 
St. Jerome faith expreſly, Of this Sacri- 
fice, which is wonderfully done in Comme» 
moration. of Chriſt, we may eat; but of, 
that Sacrifice Fhich briff Mer A upon the 
Altar of ile Croſs by it ſelf, or in iti onn 
Nature, no Man may eat. So St. Au. 
guſtine: For | 778 Je art not to eat 
that Body which ye ſee, nor to drink that 
Blood which, my Cracifiers Ipall aur out it 
is the fame, aud not the ſamę; the ſame, 
- Inviſibly, bat dt the [ame Le., For 
aui the Would be finiſhed, the Lord is a. 
bave, Inge trot of the 1474 hs 
Le The Body in which he roje. ain n I 
be in one BlageBut the Truth of if ire! 
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where diffaſed. St. Ambroſe tells us, that 
this Bread doth not go into the Body for to 
how many might his Body ſuffice for Meat; ) 
but the Bread of eternal Life ſu orteth 
the ſubſtance of our Spirit; and t refore 
it is not touched by the Body, nor ſeen with 
the Eyes, but with Faith it is ſeen and 
touched And St. Chryſoſtom faith, that 
all this whole Myſtery hath neither carnal 
Senſe, nor carnal Conſequence, All the . 
Ancient Fathers ſpeak to this Effect, 
and purſuant to theſe - Opinions and 
Chriſt's Words, we have framed the 
28th Article of our Religion, ix. 

The Supper of the Lord is not on- 
&« ly Sign of the Love that Chriſtians 
e ought to have among themſelves; 
but rather it is a Sacrament of our 
“Redemption by Chriſt's Death: In- 
% ſomuch, that to ſuch as right. wor. 
S thih, and with Faith receive the ſame, 
the Bread which we break is a par- 
taking of the Body of Chriſt, and 
« Jikewiſe the Cup of Bleſſing is à par- 
taking of the Blood of Chriſt. 

Tranſubſtantiation (or the change 


> 


of the Subſtance of Bread and Wine) 
“ in the Supper of the Lord, cannot be 
„ proved by holy Writ : But it is re- 
„ pugnant to the plain Words of Scri- 
A pture, overthroweth the nature of a 

E2 #7 acres 
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60 eme and hath given occaſion 
.to many Superſtitions. © + | 

“The Body of Chriſt is given, ta- 
< ken, and eaten in the Supper only 
* after an Heavenly and Spiritual 
"manner. And the Mean whereby 
1 Body of Chriſt is receiv'd and 
and eaten in the Supper, is Faith. 
The Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
« per was not by Chriſt's Ordinance 
4 reſerv'd, 5 ried about, lifted up, or 0 
* Worſhippeg. 

This is the B pelicf the Church of 
gland entertainet concerning the 

Serene of the Lord's Supper, which 

d is gvery. way: agreeable both to 
 Seriprore and tf 12 inions of the anci- 
ent Fathers nes But JI can- 
not find the 5 mention made either 
in the Fathers, the Texts of Scripture, 
or the 28th Article of our Church be- 
fore recited, of Chriſt's Body and Blood 
being ſubſtantially preſent |i ih the Bread 

ib 7 and Guell receiy d With 

the Mouth the Body, which is 11 
| Lutheran 9 2985 on the co as 
find a Pofition laid down. an ly 
_ proved that is quite oppolite- hs; ; 
- namely that the Body and Ble 
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ly after a Spiritual manner by Faith. 
5 5 then whether it is not as eaſy 
to en Fire and Water, as 
to reconcile theſe two „ N 
But ſince our Church hath ſet a 
Brand particularly on the Popiſh Do- 
Frine of Tranſubſtantiation, I will put 
the Matter quite out of Diſpute 
comparing Tranſubſtantiation with Con- 
ſubſtantiation; thereby ſhewing how 
ittle Difference there is between 
them, and that the denying of one is 
in 1 Of ing both. wa 
4 elleve t he 
and Blood, 0 Hh Fg ve, and T 
Divinity of Chriſt, are realy and ſub- 
ftaptialy in. the Sacrament, and that 4 
Change is mags of ihe whole Subſtance of 
e into the Body, and the whole Sub- 
ſtance of Wine into the Blood of Chriſt 
This they call Wee + 
The Latherans ſay, that the Bread +} 
20 oe 1947 755 they were, but the 
| and Blood of Chriſt are preſent to- 
NS with the ee. and pro indeed 
0 gu rectiv'd with the Mouth of the 
ody. This they call Canſab ſtantiat ion. 
Thus you ſee EEE both. agree that 
they eat and drink the ſubſtantial Body 
and Blood of Chrift which was bro- 
Ven upon the Croſs, in the * 
101Y 
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to Primitide Chriſtianit 
agreeable to the Doctrit 
el of any Church in che World, and 


N duet it; "Je the 7 Fg 7 eat ef 
drink them i» the Elements, and the 
Luther uus ſay they eat and drink them 
with the Elements; both” which AC 


ſertions are rally. 4bfurd and Bt 
phemous; and o Church in brand 
ing one deth certainly! Rigmnatize the 
ot | ww = 4109 | 
I think T have now lun eg the 


Church of” Enzland to come E neareſt 
15 115 be moſt 
ne of the G0. 


that therefore we cannot admit . a- 


ny Alterations or Innovations. I have 


alfo made it cleatly appear that the 
Lutherans differ very much from Vs, | 
not in ceremonial only, but in fanda- 

mental Points, and Matters of Faith; 

that they are ſo wedded to their Opi⸗ 
nions, and that their temporal Inte- 
reſt doth ſo far interfere in the Contro- 


verſy, that it muſt render all Schemes 


for their uniting with us ineffectual, 
without the Divine Inter poſition ! in a 


very eminent manner. 
Theſe are my Sentiments of the 17 


tberan Religion; and ag no Body de- 
1 8 n union of by a er all 


(39) 
Chriſtians more than my ſelf, fo I 
could heartily wiſh I were miſtaken 
1n.my Notions ; but I believe I am 
not. If I am in an Error, I deſire you 

will be ſo good as to demonſtrate: to 
me wherein I have been in the wrong, 
and I do fincerely promiſe publickly 
to retract and own it. Iam ' 


Oftob, 23s 


ha | 5 I R, | 


Tour Humble Servant, 


- 


| : . i Philaleches, 


